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FOREWORD 


A program of Extension studies was started in the spring of 
1949, These studies were designed as the beginning of a continuous 
process of evaluation to help us, as Extension workers, to analyze 
ourselves, our activities, the people with whom we work and the 
effectiveness of the Extension program. 


The first parish study, A Study of Agricultural Extension Work 


in Lafourche Parish, was made in May, 1949, and reported as Agricultural 


Kxtension Publications No, 1053, September, 1950. 


A study of Extension work in Red River Parish was the second in 
the series. This study was reported in mimeograph form in November, 
1950, under title, "Studying Extension Work with Farmers and Farm 
Homemakers in Red River Parish, Louisiana", Part I - White Families, 
and Part II, — Negro Families, 


This study of Extension work in “ashington Parish is the third in 
the series. The fourth is to be made in Madison Parish during the 
early part of 1951. Field work for that study is tentatively planned 
for May. 


These studies deal with the general effectiveness of Extension 
work, They will be followed by intensive studies of the effectiveness 
of Extension in special fields, including both programs and teaching 
methods, 


H. C. Sanders 
Director 
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PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 


The purpose of this study is to determine the extent to which farmers and 
farm homemakers in Washington Parish have adopted farm and home practices that 
have been recommended bg the Extension Soriee the effectiveness of the teaching 
methods used; the extent to which farmers and farm homemakers have erteee with 
Extension; and the knowledge ich: and farm homemakers have of the Extension 


Service, 
HOW THE. STUDY WaS MADE 


Information was Abeer in May, 1950, from 163 white aise families through 
the personal interview method, iohac Packanhe of families to be interviewed was 
taken from a random list of white farm families in the parish by taking every 
tenth name, SAG HRT E TS a randomly Potectod number. 

in addition to the 163 white families, 93 Negro farm families were pahefe 
in the same manner by talcing every fifth name from a random list of Negro families, 
Sharecroppers were not included in the Study. 

The interviewing was done by seven men and six women, all Extension workers, 
Eleven were from the state Extension office. Two were county agents. One of the 
county agents was from an adjoining parish, the other from a nearby parish. The 
same enumerator interviewed both the farmer and homemaker in a family. The agents 
in eemeten Parish were not included as interviewers, but they actively assisted 


with the planning and conduct of the study, 
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DESCRIPTION OF WASHINGTON PARISH 


Washington Parish is located in the northeast corner of that part of 
Louisiana which lies east of the Mississippi River. It is one of the Florida 
Parishes, a region of romantic Sone ree which many flags have flown and which 
existed as an independent republic for 76 days in 1810, The republic was occu- 
pied by United States troops that same year and afterward was added to the new 
state of Louisiana, Washington Parish was created in 1819 by an act of the 
legislature subdividing St. Tammany Parish. Franklinton has been the parish seat 
since that time, 

The Florida Parishes area received its first important influx of settlers 
chara before the Revolutionary War when it was a British colony known as West 
Florida, The settlers were British soldiers who had fought in the French and 
Indian Wars ee paid in land. Other settlers came mostly from the older 
states. French and Spanish rule had little influence on the particular area that 
is Peed Parish. The parish was sparsely settled, mostly by English 

ae white ele until the turn of the 20th century. According to the U.S. 
census bureau the population in 1900 was 9,628, In 1940 it was 34, hh. A rn 
liminary report of the 1950 census places the population at 38, 265, an increase 
of 11.1 per cent over 1940. About two-thirds are white and one-third Negro. 

The most ne growth in population came after 1906 when Bogalusa, ee the 
principal city of the parish, was Paunded as ine Rat. the nee Southern D 
Lumber Company , for many years the world's largest yellow pine sawmill. The mill 
closed in 1936, but a large paper and container company has located at Bogalusa 
and the processing of forest products e still the chief industry of the parish. 
A number of small sawmills now are located there. Considerable reforestation has 
been done, Practically all of the original stand of timber, which was chiefly 


pine, has been cut, ae 
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The land area of Washington Parish is 425, 344 acres, Topographically, the 
land is divided into upland and terrace, The upland areas are gently rolling to 
rough hilly, The terrace areas are almost level. According to the 1945 agricul- 
tural census there were 3020 farms in Washington Parish that year. They con- 
tained a total of 217, 167 acres, of which 76,709 were in crops, 57,302 in pasture, 
and 72,167 in woodland other than pasture. The average farm size was 71.8 acres. 

The most important crops in 1945 were cotton, corn grown for feed, sweet 
potatoes, Irish potatoes, and commercial vegetables. Principal hay crops were 
soybeans and cowpeas, lespedeza, and small grain. Dairy cattle, beef cattle, 
hogs, and sheep are raised, Dairying is very important in the parish, which is 
located about 90 miles from New Orleans and is one of the principal producers of 
milk for sale in the city. In the year 1944, the latest for which complete 
figures are available, dairying supplied 31 per cent of the farm income and all 
livestock 48.9 per cent as compared to 49.3 for all crops. Tung trees grow well 
in the parish and give promise of becoming an important: source of income. 

Washington Parish was cHosen for the survey because its agriculture and — 


its people aré considered typical of the part of the state in which it is located. 


ee re 


LS emiaitbameed 


THE EXTENSION PROGRAM 


Farm demonstration work was started in Washington Parish in 1909, which 


was five years before passage of the Smith-Lever Act. Since the beginning, 
the parish has been served continuously by a county agent, with the exception 
of one or two brief periods during the first world war. Including the present 
agent, there have been 14 different county agents employed in the parish 
during the 41 years of Extension work, ‘ 
Home demonstration work was started in May, 1916, and has continued, with- 
out interruption except for changes of personnel, up to the present time. 
Nine different home demonstration agents have worked in the parish, 
The first assistant county agent was appointed in January, 1935. Ten 
different men have served as assistant county agent since that time. 
The first assistant home demonstration agent was appointed in August, 


1938, Five different persons have served as assistunt home demonstration 


agent. 

An assistant home demonstration agent for work with Negroes was employed 
in the parish from July 15, 1923 to Oetober, 1930. 

Broadly speaking, the purpose of Extension work in the parish is to help 
develop people that they may more easily identify and solve the various prob-= 
lems that affect their own welfare. Working toward this broad objective, the 
program is set up to help increase the knowledge and skills of the people; to 
encourage more efficient farming and the building of better homes; to produce y 
a higher income and raise the standard and scale of living. Within this broad 
framework of fundamental aims, the Extension program has included the following: 


County Agents: 


1. Corn. Varieties , fertilization, culture. 

2, Pastures, Soil preparation, fertilization, seeding, clipping, renovation, 

3. Supplemental Grazing for Dairy Cattle. Oats and oats in mixture with 

legumes for winter grazing, fescue, sudan or Alyce clover for summer (® 


grazing, 
4, Dairy Cattle, Breeding, feeding, management 
5, Swine. Breeding, feeding, parasite and disease control. 


ie 


County Agents: (Continued) 


6, Forestry. Planting seedlings, improving farm wood lot, selective 
cutting and marketing, 

7. Cotton, Varieties, fertilization, cultivation, insect control, 

8, Beef Cattle, Breeding, feeding, disease and parasite control. 


9. Soil Conservation. Terracing, drainage, manure crops, soil testing, 
Home Demonstration Agents: 

1. Nutrition and Health 

a. Food production. Poultry; gardening; home orchards. 
bs Food selection and preparation, 

c. Food preservation. Canning; freezing; storing. 

dad, Health, 4-H health project; health council. 

2. Clothing, Selection, construction, 

3. Housing and home furnishings. House plans, electrification, electric 
outlets, electric appliances, furnishing, upholstery, slip covering, 
yard improvement, 

4, Home Management. Selection of equipment and furnishings, arrangement 
of equipment, and furnishings, storage, 

While there was no overall advisory group in the parish prior to early 
1950, the following groups and organizations have contributed to the 
determination and execution of the Extension program: Home Demonstration 
Council, 4-H Executive Committee, Fair Association, Cattlemen's Association, 

The 4—H Club program is carried as a joint activity by the county agents 
and home demonstration agents. The projects open to 4-H club members are 


included in the Extension program for the parish. In 1949 there were 20 


organized clubs in the parish with an enrollment of 620 boys and 676 girls, 
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CHAPTER I 
WASHINGTON PARISH AND ITS PROPLE 


A Large Proportion of the Farmers and Homemakers Have Lived on Their Farms and 
in the:Parish 10 Years or More 


Sixty-five percent of the farmers and 63 percent of the homemakers have 
lived on their farms for 10 years or more. Highty-seven percent of the farmers 


and 84 percent of the homemakers have. lived in the parish 10 years or more. 


Table 1--Length of Time Farmers Have Farmed This Place and Farmed in the Parish. 
Length of Time Homemakers Have Lived as Homemakers on this Place and 


in the parish. 


Years 


t 1 
{ ae 
; On Farm ; in Parish 
pan ae ' Farmers ' Homemaker ' Farmer ' Homemaker 
! eel wet 1 
Number of records to  tegeee 160 1,63 ie 
1 { { i} 
Percentage ¢ : : 
{ ! ! ! 
Less than 1 year PAS Lee 350 Me ke ee 
1 t ! t 
1-4 Years air 8) 2 ma 20,0 i o,. eo 
1 ! ! ! 
5-9 Years AD es hel 13.68 pis Byee 
' Re: ' é ! 1 
10 Years and Over ' 65.0° ' 625 ee ' Sh.4 
t ! 1 t 
! ! ! I 


Size of Farms 
Two-thirds of the farms have less than 50 acres. One-third are 50 acres 
or more. 


Table 2--Acres in Cropland 


: Acres _ ____ Farms 
Number of records ‘ 
Percentage of farmers having: ' 163 
1-19 Acres ae I PRS 
20-29 Acres | Pip Ae 
30-49 Acres A at 
50 Acres or Over Oe, 
' 
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Major Sources of Farm Income 


The major sources of farm income are dairying, cotton, corn, beef cattle, 


hogs, truck crops, and tune nuts. Five percent of the-farmers sell forest 
products, mostly pulp wood. 


Table 3--Major Sources of Farm Income 


ee ear een ee ee RE NE TNS GE SS NE I EE REE et SE ES RS TS STD 


Number of records 
Percentage of farmers naming: 
Dairying 
Cotton 
Corn 
Beef Cattle 
Hogs 
Truck crops 
Tung nuts 
Forest products 
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Portion of Family Money-Income Made aca 
From Farm 


Only one-third of the families derive all their money income from the 


farm. The other two-thirds derive money income from part-time work such as A i 


’ . 


work in the vaper mills and saw mills. 


” “ 


Tenure Status 
Ninety percent of the farmers are owners or part owners; one percent are 


managers and nine percent are. tenants. 


Transportation is Good 


The roads are good. There is a comprehensive system of varish-maintained > 


gravel roads which reaches all. communities in the varish. The paved highways 


« 


in the parish connect with interstate highways. 
Forty-five percent of the families own automobiles; and 45 percent own 
trucks, Seventy-eight percent of the families have either a car or truck. 


Forty-seven percent of the homemakers drive a car, 


ol foe | | : 


The Farm Homes 
The farm houses are fairly large. They average over five and one-half 
rooms per house. lhe average number of persons per room is less than one. 
Bey Eee would seem to be Aa seat in these homes. Two-thirds of the 


” 


Pouees are “unpainted Parnes Nost of ‘the others are painted fram¢ A fon are 


¢ ‘ , , + 


brick or concrete. 


ee Home Facilities 


About two-thirds of the homes have running water im the house. Over 60 


, ph 


Ce 


percent of the families have tedephones. 

Ninety-four percent of the houses have electricity and an equal number 
have electric lights.- Additional conveniences ‘in the houses have accompanied 
the installation of electricity. Over 90 percent of the families have radios; 
over 70 percent’ have mechanical: eo peieenat Geet anne pated, have power wash- 
ing machines. pee A rap me ae at ea Pe ie ta 


Fourteen vercent of the families have -home freezers, and -1?% percent have 


rented locker space. Hight ty ‘percent of the: families have sewing machines. 


Table 4,--Home Facilities 


Nomber-of records, 4 + +» + ee 
Percentage of homes with: 

Running water in house, , 

Complete bathrcom,-.. . 

WLSGUTSCLU yi tise t oo cena 

Radio in working order, , 

Power washing machine , , 
Refrigerator: | 

MOCHONLCOLE Varo covey. 

OO MSI ee. lah ag 

pewing machine , 5 »« « » 

POUR CTIIONLG wee ht ae dee une 


Home PTOGR CT LG. lie sect aaa 


Rented locker space , , . 


Pressure cooker or pressure 
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canner for canning, 


FARM FAMILIGS IN WASHINGTON PARISH 


Age of the People 
Of the epee ea percent are under 35 years of es 38 ere 
from 35 to 49 years; ‘and 42 percent are 50 years ‘of age and over. 
The nomemakers are a little younger than the farmers. Thirty percent are 
under 35 years of a6} 38 percent are from 35 to 49 years Or ape and only 33> 


2 a 


percent are over 50 vears of dge, 


ouw, 4 
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Formal Schooling 


’ e 


Over 60 percent of the farmers and 70 percent of. the homemakers have had 


. 


eignt or more years of formal schooling. Seven percent of the farmers and 13 


V 


percent of the homemakers had some college. 


t 


A High Percentage of the Families Have Children at Home 


Forty percent of the.families have children 10 to 18 years of age. Twenty- 
+ F ‘ & . ® 4 * 
two percent have young men and. young women at home from 19 to 30 years of age, 


other than farmer or .homemaker. 


Nany Families’ Subscribe to Newspapers and Magazines 
Ninetv~three percent of the families have a radio and 66 percent of them 
take a daily paper or weekly paper. Ninéty percent of the families take a 


farm or home magazine. ? 
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Table 5,-Educational Training of Farmer and Homemakers e 


~~ — 


Then : Farmers Homemakers 
ae 
i iier) ean Mcrae lepwets 0 RRR WTO EVE Bre aero ay 163 160 
Percentage of individuals in age groups: “ 
Under 30 years. (ots ey . ae . 16,3 % 
BOwOu Avears oes. aha ay at Ngo ; 13,6 3 
35-39 years. 5 aoheementenns, | iad 
HUMHRIVCGUS. ney os tere io 11.6 uo 
Hon Years 4. se wae . 10.4 . ay 
pUsv Garcon OVGre. ty ee fa : 32,5 
| ) 
| ; ' F 
Percentage of individuals completing U ! 
no more than: : 
4 years or less , ba aes ib 12.9 | 550 
Gi OA PEAT Sega: et Gtiet te 17,8 1255 
IeaNS uate lah eiig cate al ahn : 8.6 . 1265 
Se veo rs oi oe aia Aina i SPDT ; 11,49 
Some high school, 4 « « « 17.8 : 25.6 
: t 
Completed high school , , : 20.8 ' 20,0 
! 
Some college work ' es ! 1205 5 
: ) 
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Table 6,-~Radio, Newspapers, and magazines received in the home 


1 
Number of records 163 
Percentage of homes having radios in working order 93,2 
Percentage of homes taking any newspaper 66.2 
Any daily paper hi2e3 
Any weekly paper | 472 
Both daily and weekly paper Zhelt 
Percentage of homes taking any farm or home magazine 90.1 
1 


Pa ore 


KNOWLEDGS OF EXTENSION WORK: .- | “ 
A large percentage of both farmers and homemakers know something of 
Extension work, Over 85 percent of the farmers and 57, percent of the home- 


makers can:identify the county agent; 89 percent of both farmers and home- 
’ makers know who is the‘county home demonstration agent. About &4 percent of 


* the farmers and homemakers know something of 4-H Club work, It might be 


ia 


pointed out that the present home demonstration agent has been in the parish 


several years while during this same time there have been numerous changes of 
g ’ cigs * ‘ ¢ ¥ ¥ ; F + .* 
county agricultural agents. 
> 7 og , ; . . 


Participation of Farmers and Homemakers in "xtension Sponsored 
Organizations 


Wleven percent of the farmers belong to the Cattlemens' ‘ssociation, 


which is sponsored bv Extension, Thirty percent of the homemakers ‘have at 


, 


= some time belonged to home demonstration clubs, also sponsored by Jxtension, 
. ‘ ‘ ’ . ' ‘ - 4 ’ ’ ‘ he . ‘ . : 3 ‘ 
ea but only 22 percent of’ the homemakers belong to home demonstretion clubs 


during the present vear. Twenty-one percent of the farmers anc 28 percent 
of the homemakers have been members of 4~H Clubs. This would indicate a 


wo + x 4 , ’ - “ . = ta : 
large force of people available for community leadership in =xtension. Nearly 


one-half of the families have had children in 4-H Club work in the past, but 
‘only one-fourth of the families have children in h—H Clubs during the present 


¢ 


year. 


ta 
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Table 7,--Knowledge of Extension Service Work 


Farmer ! Homemaker 
t 


—_—~— << 


ee 38/8 O18 2) R42 @ 


1 i 
NumBarsof TEcords s,s) eile vg Melek ce eeey cece eee 162 . 159 
Percentage saying they: k 
Rnow whoo the county acentese ave easy aes Weed celieeue 85.8 expel i 
Know who the home demonstration agent is ,.,,.., 88,7 89,1 : 
Know something of 4-H Club work jos te ee gens nie Sins 83.45 
, . 
Participation in Extension Sponsored Organizations. 
Percentage who: 
Are members of the parish cattlemens! association 1153 XXKX 
Have ever been members of parish. cattlemen's » wee XXXX 
ASFOCLAULON Ail iy susie cence» vated cueree eee Tcite 
Are members of home demonstration club , ,,.,., XXXK 21.8 ° 
Have ever heen members of home demonstration club, XXXX . 30.4 
Have ever been in 4-H Club , Me RN ae hon Ys ; 20,5 27.8 
Have ever had children in LeH Club 49.7 L8,7 
' ' 


163 families were interviewed, 
Three were without homemakers, 


it Ji 


Than ixtension Sponsored 
Hleven percent of the farmers and ‘six percent of the homemakers belong to 
farm or Poreeeredidcatacne Lae than those sponsored. by Extension. Some of 
the farmers RP GRA niet take. nart in civic and school organizations, lodges, 
and similar organizations. Over “90 percent of the farmers and homemakers attend 
church and church organizations. 


Table &-~Particination of Farmers anc Homemakers in Organizations Other Than 
Those Sponsored by s!xtension 


eee 


san 


Bo eee em Parmer Homemaker 
Number of records ' tReet 160 


Percentage who participate in or ' ‘ 
attended during last vear: ‘ 


Farm or home organizations ; 10a , 26 
Civic or school organizations 6.2 | 6.3 
Lodges and similar organization 17.9 . la? 
1 
Church and RON AEC URES MRM yee Lee a PS 
tal elas ata e i ietatea 
Other organizations ry pishge | 3.8 
' 
No organizations is gy sort = Tapeless 


Partici»nation of Young People in Other Than sxtension. 
oponsored Organizations 


o 


foc rertene of the families have children from 10 to 18 ale aay 
Sixty-six nercent of these families have at least one child pene? in 4-H 
Clubs. Twenty percent of the families have young men and women at home 19° 
to 30 vente of age, einer Be farmer or homensaien: soit 

A lorge percentage of these young people attend pivee nee ish or- 
ganizations. A few of them belong to farm organizations, civic and aaaeeil 


groups, lodges, and similar organizations. 
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Table 9--Organizational Participation .of Young People .. 


Young people 


19 to 30 Children 
Ttem years of age ' 10 to 18 
farmer and age 


fe U 

! ! 

' ! 

' other than ' years of 
t: t. 

! 1 

‘ 


1 
Number of records 162 162 
Number of homes having any : 32 6h, 4 
Percentage of homes having any eal: 2 ERS eee . 
; ! ! 
Percentage of these homes having any in: ' : bs 
’ ! 
4-H Club ' _ XXxXxX !. 66,4 
4 1 
Farm organizations ' SPS. : 4.9 
! 1 
Civic and school organizations ' 6.6 Pee ders: 
1 1 
Lodges and similar organizations 4 sere ' eae 
! i 
Church and church organizations ) 87.9 eae fated 
{ 1 
Other organizations ' 6.6 ' ie 
: 


LoViL OF LIVING OF FARM FAMILIZS ACCORDING TO THE 
SR 
Sawgbb ha] Gee Fics 


Among the owners of farms, 86 pe reent of the families have a higher level 
of living than the avérace for Louisiana of farm owners. This state average 
(61. 5) is derived from the stort ‘form of the Farm Family Socio-Economic Scale, 
ace is one measure of the level of living of fen gree: Praga only nine 
percent - of the f rami lies wer NAO 2) level-of-Living index was not worked 
out for these ptaliane Electricity has made possible many nae facilities, LS 


Houses. are fairly large, and formal schooling a little above the SEES for 


rural ¢ommunities, 


lie 


Table 10,~--Level of Living Index of Farm Owners 


1 WASHINGTON 
' PARISH 
! 
7 
Number of records ' 160 
' 
Average index (ere) 
| 1 
Percentage above state average ! 85.6 
i] 
Percentage below state average ' LAA 
1 
' 
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IANA 


61.5 


a) = 


CHAPTER II | 
@ . i ' _ ‘Farm Practices 


Practices ‘which Have Been #mphasized in the Parish and Singled out for Study, 


The Extension programs have recommended many farm practices for the parish. A 
check was made of 12 of these practices to ‘determine the extent to which the ; 
farmers have adopted them. This should give one measure of the effectiveness of 


Rxtension teaching in this area. 


“ Younes . a | a Pex 


Decor of these farmers: have adopted one or more of these 
practices. (Figure v The etek a Ch ve deg eis He adopting practices varies from 


GP— 
? percent who use the reconmended varieties of cotton to 42 percent who use hybrid 


corn as a part or all the crop, and 42 BerCeHtT ths treat pigs with worm capsules | 


or sodium floride to control round worms. 


@ eee: Number of Years Practices Have Been Emphasized in the Parish. 


4 Some Sot eA ibe such SRY case Neh oe to control Bang's disease, have 


been emnhasiz ed a relatively short period ay Sen ae parish. (Figure 1) There 


r 
2 


would seem toe: be mite or no Soa pueienie however, between practices adopted and 


the number of years: the practices have-been emphasized in the Extension Programe . 


Who Are The Farmers ‘ho Have Adopted The Recommended Practices? 


A higher percentage of the farmers who have much contact with the agents l/, 
those who have a higher level of living: 2 y and those who have more formal school- 


2 ing, (nine years or more) and a slightly higher percentage of the younger farmers 


adopted the recommended practices, 


_1/ The farmers who have had eight or more different kinds of contacts are 
interpreted as having had "much contact", 
2/ A level of living index of 75 and above is interpreted in this study as "high". 
See chapter 1, page . 
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Figure 1,-—Farmers Who Have Adopted Practices and Appreximate Number of Years 
Practices Have Been Hnphasized 


Practice '- Percentage of farmers ‘Approximate no. of 
!' who have adopted practice'yrs, a emph, 
Ay go 30 as ieee 207230 
Any practice | Rea ES 96 


1, Using DDT or Methoxychlor to con- 
trol lice or flies on cattle, 


ei et es ass Mind of 5 sini % 
Pane enon iy Bees? | 


3. Treating calves with phenothiazine '! ' 


or bluestone to control round worms ' | | 48 ae i | 5 


4, Using Sudan grass or alyce clover 


! 
for summer grazing or-hay, Anite hh ca h 
! 


5. Producing a winter pasture of oats,! | ' 


fescue grass, winter peas, vetch or! 58 a4 L 


clover, 


2. Vaccinating calves to control 
Bang's disease, 


a =_—-— = —s ee = 


a 


6, Improving pasture by fertilizing, 
liming, or seeding to recommended 
varieties of grasses or clover, 


. 


7, Using minerals as a supplement in 
feeding livestock, 


_—_- —- — —— ese ss << 


8, Vaccinating pigs to prevent 
chohbera, 


9. Treating pigs with worm capsules 
or sodium floride in the feed to 
control round worms, 


10, Using recommended varieties of 
cotton, 


11, Using hybrid corn as a part or all 
the crop. 


12, Using winter legumes as a soil 
improvement crop. 


me fo He 


To What Extent Have The Farmers Not: Adopted Recommended Practices And 


Probable Reasons? 
® A large percentage of the farmers ; about 58 percent, have not adopted a few 
of the practices such as using hybrid corn as a part or all rec eron; or treating 
pigs with worm capsules or sodium floride to control round’ worms. On the other 
hand, less than 10 percent of the farmers who raise ns ae had not used the 


My te 2 . . ye ' ‘ 7 
recommended varieties of cotton, Percentages of farmers not adopting practices 


A 
» varies between these two extremes. _, , 

An effort was made in this study to,determine reasons why the farmer has not 
adopted a practice if he grows the crop or has livestock the practice applies to. 
However, in getting the reason, the enumerator was instructed to ask reasons for 
only the first non-adopted practice that applied to the farm. 

aK F “rr a o Mera 7>*e e 4 ei - ‘ 7 , 
Following are some of the reasons given by the:farmers for not adopting a few of 
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Table No, 11.-—R#ASONS GIVEN BY WHITE FARMERS IN 
WASHINGTON PARISH FOR NOT ADOPTING PRACTICES 


-B-l a, Using DDT or Methoxychlor to control lice or flies on 


po a nny Senn enonn ios ¢vns 1 AneSsa sn Sl nS Sn en ete eeapemame smn seasamen one auaeee eemmeenneernen cree nea 


cattle 
Reason No. times given 


No equipment to do it With... cgerecseseeeveee 
Not enough cattle to justify it.....seeereeee 
Just don't get around to Lb, ..c.crecesecececcs 
Didn't know about Lbsecccicvedcocacfevcncevess 
Cattle run on Open LAangecececcerevevsvesecers 
Never felt need for LUdveewes ca weee ce wel) seas 
Never thought it would pay.cccrccecsveversese 
Just have two cows, so didn't bother.,..ecees 
Have never had any Lice. vecicccensccccncstvece 
Don't know what to use, nor how to do it..... 
Have plans for Starting SOONsccrocaeeseeevece 
Have not had. time stor Govits.s eeuctssss esse « 
Cattle are LOO-WELG. Ces eop tenes aeeeegee ec eee 
Neel ect, vsc0eeesasmi sds sis8 wide by elcnd g.eitge se bas 
Never had-any trouble from lice...cscecsccece 
Never keep the cows long enoughs.ccccovceesses 
Don't need to use iteccecvereccccvscecevcccne 
Just have not bought the materlal, jssceccceue 
Not physically able..c corevecencvcscsccccese 
Never had tosecesccrecsnnccessecvevesecveseee 
Afraid of the poison in the Spray.ccoceessece 


PEER RPE EPP EP PPP PWOnnorPe 


b, Vaccinating calves to control Bang's Disease 


Never have had trouble from Bang'S,...scceceee ti 
Never needed to vaccinate, ..cssecccseresevere 
Never had need for it -— been none in community 
Don!t-thinki cows nave Bane! Since sess eswieu se 
Didn't know about Lec ca Glee ek oie a bilo sae 
Have lost most calves at ‘Dirth,.cacosbeeessvé 
Never had need for it, will vaccinate if,.... 
cows get sick 
Never had any calves that leoked like they... 
needed it 

Sells cow if ‘she loses one calf... dsc seusene 
Just neglected doing It.ccccresesscryccgseses 
Just Never POU around: COPA, cass saeee se eles ae ee 
Just put iit off for sometime lateriGivascs sen 
Just have not taken the time to start.....ee. 
Not enough calves to justify itsesnscccevccece 
Man: who does it 18 too far awayiisesccek scome 
Just getting started in cattle business,..... 
Have only ONS COWpececeveavereoseveseeveescves 
Have not been keeping GalVOS pasa eee dee eee ales 
Has not been available for beef cattle,....... 


PEPE EP EEE POP FP HRP RPRWoOo 
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Ce 


Treating calves with phenothiazine or bluestone to 


control round worms 


Never had any trouble from wWorms,..ccecccecece 
Uilsy NeplLecied (16 dO Lis peseatheveeneateea ban 
No need for Luc ava cave av ewes Cebesehbaw sneak 
Just have not done Luspaauls sa ced ous e kaw a He 46% 
Sell calves while YOUNG er cevccevevevsssevesns 
Never found it NCCESSAVYV scccccesescesesecseses 


Calves too young to need Atysissseccscteaeedr 


Have very few calves; no trouble from worms,, 
in comnunity 


Using Sudan grass or Alyce clover for summer grazing 


or hay 

Just starting:in cattle business, iy. eesetande 
Like other grass and clover better, .esecceoce 
Like Dallis grass and Lespedeza better. .ecoes 
VAStUPee NOt. TONCRGOOT iy on ae Feces orek ca eae ee 
Have plenty of grazing without it, .ccccscstes 
Just don't have- the: Money, vessecredessnsiaane 
Just don TAhave the Labels 444445 6es bao e cane ee 
Graze/cattle.on- open’ Tange. . f. iss beea ck eeewe 
Plan to try LULGGG ae bars Ce cse elneckbeteeres ks 
Néed stand: for eultavated: Crops... ssa soca s a 
Just have not Gone 1Lt,.ssedeesgansseseneueeinss 


PRP PREP DOw 
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Treating pigs with worm capsules or sodium floride in 


the feed to control round worms 


Use turpentine and lye in feed, scexvenecaeses 
Just don't get around to Dh aiieb cies cans wien ee 
Don't know how to do LUT GRCae ERS Cree eka caah as 
Use something GLOGS o55 Meese ee eaees ban dba beles 


Using: hybrid corn as a part of or all the crop 


Weevils: sre too bad Ln Nybridj.wicseest poses 
Don't like her rey ee eyo we yee ee CPE RET Te 
Too soft, weevils eat before can harvest it., 
Prefer corn that's easier to shell,.,ceccesecce 
Don't know much about Tiere eulacekwaanabhane ews 
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CHAPTER III 


SOURCES OF INFORMATION WHICH HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO ADOPTION OF FARM PRACTICES 


In addition to finding the extent to which farmers have adopted 
recommended practies, information was gotten on sources of information that 


influenced farmers in adopting the practices, 


ee Se ee oe eer ee ee 


Ninety-six per cent of the farmers have adopted at least one of the 
recommended practices. (Figure 2) Of the farmers adopting practices, 65 
per cent stated that they got ideas from indirect Extension influence - 
neighbors and friends*who, it seemed obvious, had réceived it from Extension, | 
(Table 12) News items, radio broadcasts, bulletins, and circular letters, were 
named by from 38 to 53 per cent of the farmers, Method demonstrations, farm 
visits, and office calls ranged from 24 per cent to 29 per cent. Other methods 
show from 14 per cent down to 2 per cent. 

On basis of these figures, circular letters, radio, bulletins, and news 
items rute high in effcctiveness in reaching farm people. It should not be 
overlooked, however, thut the result demonstrations, and observations from 
farm visits are often used as a basis for teaching by means of all four of these 
methods. 

If Extension teaching methods are grouped broadly into four groups, (1) 
methods which reach individuals, (2) methods which reach people in groups, (3) 
methods which reach people in masses, and (4) indirect influence, and adjusted 
to a basis of 100 the following results are shown: 

Individual methodse.ee2002 . 
Group methods.g..eccevkeed 
Maso Medias esses sess clite | 


Indirect influence....17+6 


23 


It is observed that mass media are mentioned most often and group 


method least often, 
Non-Extension Sources of Information 
Two-thirds of the farmers named sources of information other than 

ixtension that helped them to decide to adopt the practices, (Figure 2) 
The percentage who named these non-Extension sources as information for. .: 
adoption of individual Slane ey ee 46 per cent for varieties of 4 
cotton, down to 20 for vaccinating pigs. Such sources as agricultural | j 
teachers, seed, feed, and fertilizer dealers, the veterans' training program, 


and the Production and Marketing Administration were named, 


Figure 2,-—-l'armers Adopting Practices and Source of Information 


Percentage of Percentage of farmers adopt- 


' 
Practices ' farmers adopting ‘ing practice and giving source 
Practice / of information as: 
: ! Extension '  Non-Extension 
| STOEL en 4 Wiles LE 09) peta 
' ' ! 
Adopting any practice © "7 seal 93 67 
1, Using DDT or methoxychlor , bi 
to control lice or flies \ zy 720 86 Al 
: on cattle ea 
t ! 
3 2. Vaccinating calves to vt eli : la : : 
; trol Bang's disease ' iecssaiey 5! 7 es 31 
“3, Treating calves with pho ,_ 
nothiazine or bluestone’ , HL aime tenes : 88 , 36 
to control round worms, , ; 
0" s ’ 
4, Using Sudan grass or Al» , : 
yee for summer grazing °*""**"¥ss 1 tele « bes 90 37 
or hay ' ; ; 
. ’ i IS VRE SRS es OHA ae *- 
5. Preducing a winter pasture 
of oats, fescue grass, *-r*2" +: aay S94 65G ie 89 ; 36 
winter peas, vetch or ce oa : 
a ) VASE phar pas a ' ' 
' 
@ 6, Improving pasture by fert;: . 
: Ligne. liming, or acs Sepia As 2 92 45 
ing to recommended ‘var~° Renan ee é 
ieties of grasses or 1 ar : 
clover. ia i ha 7 ; 
t 4 
7, Using minerals as a sup=;:"‘* | 
plement in feeding 56 eae 36. 
Livestock. “ fs ox ; ' 
! ' ' 
8, Vaccinating pigs to | Af ch ia alata hy ool 
vent cholera, | 73 85 26 
ee wipe ; dias 
: 9, Treating pigs ith worm , : 
capsules or sodium ey } 42 : 81 42 
in the feed to control 
; round worms, : ; 
. ' 1 
10, Using recommended var- '' ' : 
jieties of cottan, ' pe 89 L6 
q 
11. Using hybrid corn asa _ '! k : 
part or all the crop, eas } 42° 95 32 
' ' 
pp) 12. Using winter legumes as ' ; 
y a soil improvement crop. Lggie 2) 593 ; 89 39 
, ' 
' t ' 
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Table 12,--Source of Information: for Farm Practices 


om +? . ’ ‘ - ~ ~s 


Number of farmers adopting ANY’ PLACTL CE sas ceecseevevcvvnccecvos 156 
Percentage of these farmers who named: 


Extension sources Salk dulininy & etre eee me eee aaiare awk 92.9 


* 
Pi 


Indirect .yecacnrccncercsaccecconcccer, 6467 A ‘ : ’ 
Cireular Lebber, cieceacs oie er ere. 5342 


DULL GL. ates peu seme ee cme eae an ni 46.8 | 


Radio broadcast of Ko ee ti 


@eceoovoneooaneeoeeeoe eo onee 


News item 


TCC UT ETT TE ee 3845 : 


Office calls 28,8 


eserveevervreveveneoasasoseeoese 


Farm visits. 


. . aa aac “i i i >* 
eeeneeenpesveesoveacseoesceeoodes 26.3 ii : 


Method demoristration.. cc. :cecewa tac ed Neb 


Result demonstration Lhed 


eegeocenvaeoveoa ede 


t 


Other meetings 


‘ 


Sgueldeinae 6 Gar 4™ G oleree sh 10.9 


Leader tralting meeting nee: 3.8 


Extension exhibit : Pag 


e@eeevnercregoevoee0ee¢83 06808086 
, 


Correspondence 


soc ceeeeccesccrcverones 2e0 


Telephone 
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CHAPTER IV 
EXTENSION CONTACTS BY FARMERS 
To what extent have the farmers been exposed to extension teaching? 

Ninety-eight per cent of the farmers in Washington parish have in some 
way been exposed to information through the Extension, and 93 per cent have 
made practical use of a part of the information. (Figure 3) 

Ninety-three per cent of the farmers have received circular letters, anal 
90 per cent have seen an Extension exhibit. Eighty-four per cent have 
received bulletins, and 80 per cent have listened to farm and home radio » 
broadcasts on Extension work. Over 70:per cent have visited the Extension 
office or read an Extension news coe Forty per cent have had a visit on 
their Aree “a Eeennien agent, and 38 per cent have seen a result demon— 
stration, and has some correspondence with an Extension worker. 

The ratio of the percentage of farmers who have been exposed to teaching 
methods to the percentage who named the methods as sources of information is 
high for farm visits, circular letters, ee items, bulletins, and radio 
broadcasts, (Figure 3) These range from 50 per cent ae radio broadcasts, 
to 65 per cent for farm visits. It should be noted that these methods not 
only ee a relatively high degree of effectiveness, but A186 mere ene 
except for farm visits, in percentage of farmers naming them as a contact. 

Office calls rate relatively Peheve a Sener but show only 39 per cent 
as a ratio of takes to exposures. On the other hand, farm more are 
relatively low as a contact, but show a high ratio which is used here to 
indicate effectiveness, 

Who are the farmers that have been exposed to extension teaching 

methods? 

A much higher percentage ote the ee who have a higher level of 
living and those who have nine years or more of formal schooling have been 


exposed to Extension teaching than have those who have lower level of 
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living or have had eight years or less formal schooling. For example, farmers 


who have a higher level of living show an average of 15 per cent per method 


more contacts through farm visits, result demonstrations, and other meetings 

than did those having a lowcr level of living. Also those with nine years or 

more years of formal schooling show an average of 13 per cent more contact 

through farm visits, result demonstrations, and other meetings than those with * 

elght years or less of formal schocling. of 
There is little difference in the percentage of contacts between farmers 


of 45 years of age and over, and those of 44 years_and.under. 


Relative influence of teaching methods upon adoption of practices 

In interpreting the data on relative influence of the various teaching 
methods, it should be kept in mind that the outcome of the extension program 
depends on several different teaching methods, and that there is an inter- 


relationship between the methods used, . 


Farmers show a total of 879 practice adoptions. Circular letters are . 
credited with having influenced 17.8 out of each 100 of these practice 
adoptions, and indirect influence, with 15.4 out of each 100. (Figure 1) 
Office calls and radio broadcast are credited with 11,4 and 10 respectively. 

Other teaching ner hede range from 9.8 for bulletins down to 0,5 for 
telephone Caner 

If the methods are grouped according to (1) individual methods, (2) 
group methods, (3) Mass media, (4) indirect influence, the percentages of 
practice adoptions due methods will read: | . 

Individual methods...21.4 
Group methade omer 


Maes mediay os. .en see lae 


Indinectie lel wees wae 


28 deel, | 


@) 


It will be noted that mass media (circular letters, news items, radio 
broadcasts, bulletins, Extension exhibits) are credited with 51 per cent of — 


the total influence, 
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Figure 3,.--The Extent to Which Farmers Have Been Exposed to and Influenced by 


Extension Teaching : 
: ' Ratio of e 
Extension method : ' Percentage of Farmers ' Takes to 
e : Ce eee ee pope ier 
acer aah To} 25 50 715 100! 
Circular letter ee ie ak ' 
"5h LTTTTETITETTLILLLLA tagy 228 
! 1 ! 
Extension exhibit ers hat | 
Le A : 02 : 
1 t ! 
Bulletin ee : 
AO TTTATETTILLLTA 1 452 
1 { t 
Radio broadcast SE SOUT tiated iat | 
' LO TTTTTLLLLLTLLA 1 .50 
1 ! ! 
News item Figen tae pee ie 
Deki VSR EOLOSESLEL gues 
! 
Office call yee 
"28 'L////LLILA ae 
! 1 1 
Other meeting tLe" é 
ey 23 
1 t ! 
Farm or home visit Ue aaa Rennes ' 
' 26 'YTLLTTD Se iss: 
! ! 1 - 
Correspondence 11385 Hasiags SLPCiet 
yas: Th .08 
! ! ! 
Result demonstration Lhe tne: } ' 
eee) Lanai EK 
! ! 1 
Method demonstration LES Gs UenvOien hel | 
DeOh my Le 63 
! { ' 
Leader training meeting Ue Jac yi J 
ok Th : Wn 
1 1 ! 
Telephone conversation te CBs aee| ks 
en A ' 25 
1 ! 1 ° 
Any extension method NOE AN Sel Algene ' ; 
EPEAT EE LPALL Pires: 2 
: ' 
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| percentage exposed to teaching activity 
//, percentage changing practice 
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y Figure 4-—Relative Influence of Methods 


' 
Method : Number of times each method was named as a 
4 oH Sed eee ene source of information in adopting practicel/ 
| ne 5 10 15 20 

Number of Practice Adoptions | 879 

_ Circular letters 17.8 . a ae ie a aay 

, Indirect 15.4 EPO Raacuits tet ee 
Office calls ra Vege ol ed cee ee 

"Radio broadcast 10.0 pera TE 
Bulletin 9.8 ACT aa 
News item S..5 RE eee ae | 
Farm and home visit Bini aes he 
Extension exhibit 542 | ES 

,.. Method demonstration | 5,0 ; ae 

» Other meeting els a es 

"Leader training meeting Sel os) 
Result demcenstration Bek saciid 
Correspondence a a 
Telephone 02 a 
elias) ree Lary oe 1 7 5 ee ear 
7 Data adjust to basis of 100-——Sum of influence of all methods, 
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CHAPTER V 


HOMEMAKING PRACTICES 


Practices That Have Been Bnphasized d and Singled out for Study 
The Extension programs have recommended numerous homemaking practices ton: 
the parish, “A check was made of 12 of these Bventites to determine the extent to 
which homemakers have adopted them, if they apply to the home. ‘ 
Ninety-eight percent of the homemakers pagemerey ted one or more of these 
practices. (Figure 5) The percentage adopting the individual practices varies 
from 86 percent of homemakers using pressure Buys in canning low acid vege~ 


tables and meats to 18 percent who have adopted the practice of vaccinating 


chickens to prevent chicken pox, 1/ 


Approximate Number Number of Years Practices ‘Have Been Bmphasized in in the Extension 
twat “= Program - 


Most of the practices eiseoieaumatntiiensthar have pectoris in the 
Extension ping fT many years, but have they emphasized for a relatively few 
years. (Figure 5) The two PEniimioeorsettea, however, have been enphasized for 
25 years. da 

As will be observed there is’ little or no correlation between the pence eed 


of homemakers who have adopted the practices and the number of years the 


practices have been emphasized. | age ; 


ee 


A much higher percentage of the fSgralal who have had much hese 2/ with 


Extension and those who have a high level of living 3/ have adopted the practices 


nae 
ee 


1/7 This practice is based on the number of homemakers who grow chickens, 


2/ The homemakers who have had seven or more different kinds of contacts are 
interpreted as having "much contact." Those who have had six or less are 
interpreted as having had "little contact.” 


- 


3/ A level of living index of 75 and above is interpreted in this study as "high." 
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Figure 5,-~Homemakers Who Have Adopted Practices and Number of Years Practice Has 
Been Emphasized 
' Percent of homemakers who'Approximate no. 
Practice ‘' have adopted practice, 'of years practice 
‘ 'was emphasized. 
0 2. 50 75 BOOT Oe SLO cnet) gama 
vat ut Be eens 98" 


Any practicé © 


1, Using brooder instead of hens for ‘’ 
brooding baby chicks, 


10 
=% "a 
ETS fs 
sin yy 


2. Using early hatched baby chicks. 
stead ag sect al 
3. Controlling round worms in chick- 
ens ‘by use of capsules or other 

spt AN Eat ee treatment 


he poneraultne lice on chickens by 
use of either sodium floride or ' 
nicotine sulphate, 


5. Vaccinating chickens to prevent 
chicken pox, 


patil 


6, Using pressure cooker in eanning 
low.acid vegetables. and meats,. 


7, Using hot water bath in canning 
fruits and tomatoes, © 


8. Producing a yearround vegetable 
garden that furnishes at least 
2' fresh vegetables each day 
throughout the year, 


pail es 


9. Improving home grounds by planting 
shrubbery to improve appearance or 
to screen off ugly fences or 
buildings, — 


coat 


10, Providing compact spacing in ar- 
rangement of large pieces of kit-— 
chen equipment, 


5 


ll, Providing storage space for sup- 
plies and small pieces of kitchen 
equipment convenient to the 
worker, area eae? 


aa 
oie ax) 


i sic jx 


12. Improving furniture. by refinishing. 
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than have those who have had little contact, or a low level of living. Those with 
nine or more years of formal schooling adopted higher percentage of practices than 
did those with eight years or less schooling, although the differences are not 
large. There is very little difference between the percentages of practices 
adopted by the homemakers 40 years of age or over, and those 39 years or under. 

— =~ Recommended Practices? 

Righty-—two percent of the homemakers have not adopted the practice of 
vaccinating chickens to prevent chicken pox, On the other hand, only 14 percent 
have not adopted the apatites of using the pressure cooker in canning low acid 
vegetables and meats. Percentages of homemakers not adopting the other practices 
range between these two extremes. 

An effort was made in this study to determine reasons homemakers have for 
not adopting practices where the practice applies to the home, However, in 
getting the reasons the enumerator was instructed to ask the reason for only 
the first non-adopted practice that Aone to the homemaker, 

Following are the reasons given bate homemakers for not adopting the 


practices. (Table 13) 


fie 


TABLE 13. REASONS GIVEN BY WHITE HOMEMAKERS IN 
WASHINGTON PARISH FOR NOT ADOPTING Pk.ACTICES 


B~3 a. Using brooder instead of hens for brooding baby chicks. 


Reason — No. times given : 

Grow chickens for home use only!....cesecceeees 3B 
Just don't do it. Unde, @:b itetols a ace peietete 4 anions dagen ? 
Hens are satisfactory. bak Lebedlle patty aie se er taeNs tape 4 
Lets hens take care of the few BPOWN. eee ee ee ah 
Just never have gotten around to it. HAMA SSI) at - 
Not been able to get brooder ih AW a ee 1 
Hens are vless. Couple, wich aeum cimemtee eft juatie Siren eke 
Have better luck with hens. se.s.ccieceeceses ces 1 
Don't have a brooder. aes pirliiete a eects ee 
Always been taught to res hens take care of 

UIGCLS PCN IEREN Say sites shies Siele phates U's sia tote eietere uF 
Haver hacteood: Wack aiith nensy Se. citadel ieieietets  oa,ue 
PUB Ue MArTICO. cee aes pista wamne eis Cec hls sik ne ate eis oe 
No money to pay for .brodderig.... «awe ree ee ee 


-b,. Using early hatched baby chicks 
(February 15 to April Aa 


Use hens to hatch eggs; they do not set 

earbvisenoughs, gil cari detas Bate Ritesh ae 
Hens not brooding early, no money to pay for 

DabyMCHiCkGus. acyl. sth, selslarttalsts vheherehe olor teuetele te 


Nesd fryers all <the years awa. 50 etleasine eos a3 
Just (raise ta Mewaforscabine wah see. Aenea a. 
Just: don't pet: chicks iinau, carly. vite oe Seta ee eee 


Get late chicks because electric current is 
too irregular to depend on for brooder... 
Never have followed early schedule........eee. 
No good place to keep chicks in cool weather. : 
Ordered chicks by radio and had bad luck,..... 
Can't get out in the cold to look after them.. 
Prefer hem Lacer. s 5's: «wisiss 5 steers ciel e clelsteeteloretets 
They do better hatched Tetei case, pene mien 


PRR ERR 


mite 


Ce 


Ce 


Controlling round -worms:in chickens by use of 
capsules or ot or other individual treatment 


aks one Seer aul Res tH GAGCKs vies See ore 
Have had none, so no need for treatment....... 
USC! OUNGPETEMCC LOS sass asics 4 so ones 8 boo o's able ec e's 
Never knew what the trouble, wase..cccccccseves 
Never knew that chickens would have worms..... 
JUSTINE VE Mio ts CONG st Uae sua eo e baled ot eae e's 40.6 # ee 
Don Uioaknawshawynirr ee vite tery. itictr waaay ese. 
NO MIGOM aL OTh attnararlelewiete suopl ete e sister wae see does eee ee 
UitGtaiarleMret Remmimidt Hee t cy els iste oe ctbla stelle Gls 
Not enough chickens -to justify it....ssccescce 
CHICHGne amet a Lone TAL Sri ater keer sieve tty 9 ee ate 
HAVEL NaGino MeEed (LOR ates eee secre aly pele oe eb e'e's 
Never believed chickens were wWormy...ccccecccoe 
Never noticed that chickens need it... ..ccccer 
Not a problem on the FALMsseeeceeeseseevrevees 
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Controlling lice on 1_chickens by_ use | of sodium paride 


or nicotine sulfate. 


Have had none. and see no reason for treatment. 
Did. not know aboit UGE atetertls cette eisiga s sle Pee es 


bh 


Vaccinating chickens to prevent chicken pox 


Never had any trouble from chicken pox...-..... 
HAG NOwNSCOeLOI a Lew wie weinig sas b nies bls We bts bb atawies 
Chickens never had: it and homemaker knows 
NOGHANPeaADOuUL sd LEW AN we eee es ete area elb ee tre se e's 
Just. found: out: about it lest year.....cseceene 
SUSU NEPIeCTCO MOLE bye ee ull bao es oe sew ons eres hs 
Never had any trouble and didntt know how to 


do UME aeiate ONT Cae ae aN ce Ie Ce hk Billa Ao Bled viele se 
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Using hotwater bath in canning fruits and tomatoes 


Preler Pressure COOKGIs. acs wewcee as os € 040 giclee a 4 
Freeze foods instead of Canning...cccsccccsevcs 1 


Producing a vear round vegetable garden that fu rurnishes 
at least 2. “fresh \ vegetables each day throughout the ye the yea 


Garden BDOt ULOO WEDserss es cAWy peace e006 eat n 0 ts 
Noted 16. DOcdOsLNEAWOrK geeaie ois snail's ele brie o oe Rie 
Don't have & garden LenCGsccecveccessessvecese 
UME MATIN) GU, sis'e classy a stot bie sieiaie s/s. 610 6 Vis ban lao 8/8 
NGELOCL yaieists he ee Saipan PMO ng © ob Oe Rio wih pees wet 
HAVOGEO UG see cad ws Hee ees a Versa hs binwh a ay Coe e C8 
BSC Nees it~ LOB TAL NOVAS 4 sb w elaare pees & ak ane ke 


PYRE PP H 
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Not enough help to dO itessccacesssereceescers 
Just have not done itscivcesercnceescssconvees 
Newly-weds no time for gardenseceseerererceecs 
Too much wWorkeecceccsccecssvrresceveressessoers 
No one to do the worKkeccoaccecvccevsccesecrers 


oe el le oe oe 


Improving home grounds by planting shrubbery to improve 
appearance or to_ screen off ugly fences or buildings 


Cattle would destroy the shrubberyer-cececeees 
Yard is not Fenced. eevee ndccdscsvssesessere 
Have six children and have not had time....eee 
Use horsedrawn mower On LA@WNesscrecossrsccrves 
Plan £0.06 it. Jatercsieitl, fistete sistnre ='< eine creterots 
No one to do the workerccccecccivescccccrcceses 
Not. CnOuUSH LOOM. cccecevesecsoecsvrscersscrers 
Just never did’ get around to itscceccevsececes 


PHP PPE RD 


Providing compact spacing in arrangement of large pieces 


of kitchen eouipment. (refrigerator, stove, Sink, work-table) 
for convenience to the worker : 


Waiting for a new NOUGC +s ocacsisececesoeesererss } 2 
Old home ,- no. changes: have been made. eonerveceeeee 1 


Improving furniture by refinishing (removing old paint, 
sandpanering, repainting) or re-upholstering (retying 
springs, padding, applying new covering) 


Other things were needed MOTEsreseeccccerieees af 
Plan to buy new furniburesewesersceccerececcees it 
Not physically able to do the work.eyeceseeeee it 


CHAPTER VI 


SOURCES OF INFORMATION WHICH. HAVE. CONTRIBUTED TO ADOPTION OF HOMEMAKING 
PRACTICES 
In addition to finding the extent to which eae have adopted recommended 


wo oA ee 


them to adopt the eee 


‘Homemakers Name Extension Teaching Methods na Sources of Information 
that Helped Them to Decide to Adopt Tractices 


| Ninety-eight percent of the homemakers have peMed at least | one of the 12 
practices that were studied, irietve 6.) Of the homemakers adopting practices, 
97 percent named Extension Merete methods as sources of information that 
he&ped them to decide to adopt ine practices. | | 

seventy-one percent of the homemakers said they got information from in- 
direct influence, that is, from neighbors and friends who, it was abvious, had 
received it from Extension, which indicates high effectiveness. (Table 14.) 
Bulletins, circular letters, radio broadcasts, and method demonstrations seem 
also to rank high in effectiveness. From 43 to 65 percent named these methods 
as sources of information, 

Thirty-four percent of the homemakers mmed news items as a source of ine 
formation, and 27 percent named home visits. Percentages of other methods range 
from 10 for result demonstrations down to one for telephone calls. 

Table 14 does not, however, tell a complete story. If the Extension teach- 
ing methods that were named by homemakers as sources of information for adoption 
of practices are grouped into four groups, (1) methods which reach individuals, 
(2) methods which reach people in groups, (3) methods which reach people in 
masses, and (4) indirect influence, it will be found that methods which reach 
people in mass are mentioned by more than half of the homemakers in Washington 
Parish. This groups is obviously high in the pattern of teaching by the home 
demonstratiom agents. The list of the different methods given as sources of 
information, grouped, and adjusted to 100, reads: 


3 he 


Individual: methodSesscocecsee 12,5 


Group METHOUS ¢osvecvoeereeoece 17.0 
Mass MCA1A veewervasede de cnide 66 52.0 


Indirect InflUCNCCycccesecsaus 18,5 


eee Name } Nonwioctension Sources of Information That Helped Them 


Pee Decide ise) aaa Practices — .. : ; 
Sixty-four percent of the atau eine said sources of information other than . 


Extonpion had helped them decide to adopt faipsehins dat (Figure 6s 1 The homemakers 


4 - 


named such sources as home economics teachers, meas for pressure cookers 


and sewing machines, relatives and friends, magazines, and merchants. 


BS 


Figure 6, ~- Homemakers Adopting Praciices and Source of Information 


i alistaaieetadieticeicaadrvoctiieda 'Percentage of homemakers 
: ‘adopting practice and 
®@) roucuiee @*'¢ ‘ee Wo- + Percentage of ‘maming source of informa- 
” : Homemakers adopt- ‘tion as: 
t ing practice, Beet '' Non-Ex- 
‘ ! Extension _' tension 
ee Igoe ee ast he hi ate te 10° *25 : 50° i it , 100': a oe 
! 
Any practice a ble te ghd cy eas i OBE 97 6h 
! 
» ],. Using brooder instead of hens 4 


86 


for brooding baby en ibis “6 
" 2, Using early hatched baby chicks Bi 


* Se Controiiing su worms in ' 
chickens by use of* capsuies a sos 


other individual treatment seme auial§ 


Cee “a e ‘ s ° a 


29 


83 1 


59 = 


a , t 
4, Controlling lice on chickens thy 
use of either sodiun:floride or + ' ms 


nicotine sulphate t 7 


> * » + - a ™ + * ~ 4 ‘ * r 


89 30 


5. Vaccinating chickens to pre-= ! 
Vent chicken pox © © = h os 


4 


85 


ual Oy Using pressure’ cooker in‘ can+ 


® ning low acid vegetables and 
y/ meats ie 


89 4O 


7, Using hot water bath in can- 
ning fruits and tomatoes 


* op Ge) wap te, Teh de a a ee a) ce is 
8, Producing a yearround vegetable 
garden that furnishes at-least! .»« « ; 
2 fresh vegetables each day ! 
throughout the year, 


— 4 <«© <0 «ss Be ww 40 


8h 22 


94 ly Aare 


9. Improving home grounds by 
planting shrubbery to improve 
appearance or to screen off 
ugly fences or buildings, 


| 


er ee ee ee er ee ee ee er ee ee ee ee er ee ee ee ee ee 


27 


10, Providing compact spacing in. 
arrangement of large pieces of 
kitchen equipment 73 2g 
ll, Providing storage space for 
supplies and small pieces of 
kitchen equipment convenient 
to the worker 


fee 29 


ishing, 83 oe 
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—=— —~- = =“ =@ == =e -o =p so we Ol Sl Ol Ol lw 


r 12, Improving furniture by refin- 
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Table 14, —— Source of Information for Adoption of Homemaking Practices. , 


omens ve - - stam + ~ ef owee . ef 
at . pels . : 5 Wom he 1 . ‘ : 


Number of homemakers adopting any practice » + eeeececscv ce ee o 1088 


Percentage of these homemakers who names: 

rae CEO ORME Te rar rake ahs in rence nae omicnnceme nie CEN: 
iyi oti. aul ney me tretaey east HI tia all tae EEE 
Bulletins s+eeeeesecrevecce se Obed 3 
Circular: letters Steere ta eS (a aut see ; 
Radio Beaearee . Rp Nadvete gt eaten atte b * 42.6 
Method demenetration Pure a 5 Sexes 41206 
News item... - Ree: miley are ; Ae eens “aye 
Farm and home visits ¢ ¢ 2 +» 4+ 9 eee © 2/e3 
Other meetingS » « » “al. G0 ay at ee eller aieael Ed 
Result demonstration . « « ce ee Maa bes oi LORS 
Office, cAl1 Ss. sn o¥ oo wtp aliens eaves giner: Cade 


Leader training mocting .« » « » ¥ «sem libis © Ose 


Extension exhibit S.0@ © 0° 6 0 8-6 O76 © © OO €@ 3,8 
Correspondence wise » 6 «6s s 65554 478) eNe oJee 


Telephone, conversation: oe.5 « 6 siemeleme aueueeo 


 e4 


sey 


ee ASS ae 
EXTENSION CONTACTS BY HOMEMAKERS 
Ninety-eight percent of the farm Rorenerera in Washington Parish have been 
exposed in some way to atamronaeen from Extension Sopvice, and 96 percent of 
these homemakers have pace practical use ofa part of the infomation. (Figure 7) 
“More than 80 percent of the homemakers have received circular letters, | 
seen an hese cyan eile: and heard an Extension broadcast over the vedic 
three-fourths of these poets oaosree eyitccine and Cerne renee Forty- 
three percent have seen a method demonstration, and the, Extension agents have 
visited in 38 percent of the homes. Ciecthiid of the homemakers have visited 
Ext ension office, attended "other"meetings, and have had sets correspondence 
with iytension workers. la | 
Rineas are merely contacts that the homemakers have had with Extension and > 
they show that Extension has a wide contact, rape tomay ts Un etanletoen ten 
Tetters| stein bh anni ymeced a sel tard pee, pices oned exhibits, 


The ratio of takes to exposures, that is, the ratio of the percentage of 


homemakers who used the information to the percentage who received the informa- 


tion as a contact, is one ieeomese of the effectiveness of the pecenraey ys 
method. (Figure 7.) This ratio is high for method demonstrations, bulletins, 
farm or Foner te and leader near eae It is relatively neohiion 
Pade orocccastes news items, meetings, epaaretit denonstrations, Tee oc tite 
be remembered, however, that this ratio is only a nerationenty oma a Meactretee 
effectiveness, and that it gives Mo ndieat con of the percentage of people that 
may have been exposed to the ‘teaching method, For example, 43 percent of the 
homemakers have seen a method Morena cre 41 seen! used the information, 
while 86 percent have seen cf Extension aes and only 4 percent used the 
informations i | | | 

Circular feteras Penns: Deere ree ates and news iténs, rank high 


in both contact and effectiveness, 


ay2m ., 


Who are the Homemakers Who Have Been Exposed to Extension Teaching 


Me thod s? 


A much higher percentage of the homemakers who have a high level of living 


or who have had nine years or more of formal schooling have been exposed to 
Extension teaching than have those with a low level of living, or who have nag 
eight years or less years of formal schooling. W,ether the homemakers are 40 
years of age and over, or 39 years or aby makes little difference in the per= 


. 


centage that have been exposed to Extension teachinge 


Relative Influence of Extension Teaching Methods on the Agoption 
of Practices 


In interpreting the data on relative influence of the various teaching 
methods it is well to remember that the total outcome of the teaching process 
depends upon several teaching methods, and that there is an inter-relationship 
between the several methods. | 

The homemakers show a total of 1054 gowhtetes aoe eo (Figure 8. 3.) Indirect 
influence is credited with 20 out of each 100 of haee practice aCe oes Bul- @ 
peed are Se se with 17. 6 out of each 100 practice adoptions, ce aa letters = 
with 14.1, and radio broadcasts with 10046 Other eS aeree cownward from 
7.6 for home visits to two-tenths for correspondence, 

Ig the methods are grouped according to (1) individual methods, (2) group 
methods, (3) mass media, and (),) indirect aatiuences the percentages of practice 
adoptions credited to the different groups of methods will read: | 

| Individual methodSesse. 10,8 | 

Geoup matiedane: (oie ennai 
Mass Medias.essseceeees 5000 | : 
Indirect influences»... 20.1 

I+ is interesting to note that mass ee (circular ienuenen news items, 

radio broadcasts, bulletins, Extension exhibits) are credited with 50 percent 


of the total influence. 


ieee 


igure 7, -— The Extent to Which Homemakers Have Been Exposed and Influenced 
By Extension Methods 
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Figure 8, -—- Relative Influence of Methods Used by Homemakers Upon Adopting 


Practices 
t 
Teaching Method ~  ° 1" "Number of times cach method was named as a 
; site. -- source for adopted practice 1/ 
, ‘ 


Number of Practice adoptions 
Indirect me eres 

Bulletins 

Circular letter 

Radio Broadcast 

Home visit 

News item 

Other meeting 

Leader training reece 


Result demonstration 


Office calls 


Extension exhibit mis eh 
! 
Telephone 3! | 
' 
Correspondence 2233] 
! 


! ‘ ee or ; 


1/ Adjusted to 100 - Sum of influence of all methods. 
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®) SUMMARY 


Section I of this study covers white farm families only. It is recognized, 
however, that wxtension work covers other segments of the population and in- 


cludes people in towns and small rural centers not represented in this study, 


What the Parish Wanted to Know about #xtension work 
° le The extent to which farmers and homemakers have adopted fara and homemak- 
A ing practices that have beenrecommended by ixtension, 
2. The effectiveness of teaching methods used. 
3. The extent to which farmers and farm-homemakers have contact with Exten- 
sion, am 


4. The knowledge faraers and farm-homemakers have of Kxtension, 


iow This Was Made 


The information was obtained in iiay, 1950, through personal interviews with 


the farmers and homemakers in 163 farm families, These families were selec- 
ted from a list of white farm families by taking every esr iabaertcteea aire puter 
dom list, starting with a ee selected number. The interviewing ee sae 
by six yoneaeane seven men, all erst workers. Eleven of these were pei 
“pews ixtension office. Two were county agents, One was from i adjoining 
parish, the other from a nearby parish. The same person ivecta ened both the 

. farmer and the homemaker in the wee | 


Sharecroppers were not included in this study. 


What the Farm and Farm Houses Are Like 
Over 60 percent of the families have lived on their present farms for over ten 


years or more and more than 80 percent have lived in the parish for at least 


® ten years. 


1,6 


Size of Farms: 


Two-thirds of the farms have less than 50 acres of cropland while one-third 


have 50 acres or over, 


Major Sources of Farm Income: 
The major sources of farm incowe are dairying, cotton, corn, beef cattle, hogs, 


truck crops, tung nuts, and forest products, mostly pulpwood, j 


Portion of Family Income from Farm: 4 


Only one-third of the families derive all their money incoie from the farm, 
The other twoethirds receive an income from other sources such as work at the 


paper inill or sawmill, 


Tenure Status: 


Ninety percent of the farmers are owners or part owners, nine percent tenants, 


and one percent managers. 


Transportation Facilities: 


The See has a comprehensive system of hard or graveled highways that reach 
all Soamint vies in the Sethe Paved highways connect with interstate highways 
to the north, south, east and west from the parish seat, the town of Franklin- 
ton, neag the center of the parish, | 

Forty-four percent of the families own a car and fothreni cs percent have a truck, 
Seventy-eight percent have either a car ie a truck, Forty-seven percent of the 


homemakers drive a car, 


The Farm Homes: 
The farm houses average a little over five and one-half rooms per house, The 


average number of persons per room is less than one, 


47 
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A very high percentage of the homes have electricity, radio, mechanical refri-~ 


Home Facilities: 


gerator, pressure cooker, and sewing machine, Two-thirds have running water in 
the house, and have power washing machines. Sixty-one percent have a complete 


bathroom, 


What Are the People Like 
Age: 
Forty-eight percent of the farmers, and’ fifty-six of the homemakers are under 
45 years of age, 
Formal Schooling: 
Sixty percent of the farmers and seventy percent of the honemakers have had 
eight or more years of schooling, Seven percent of the farmers and thirteen 
percent of the homemakers have had some college, 
Children in the Home: 
Forty-four percent of the famities nave children under 10 years of age, and 40 
Percent have children 10 to 18 years old. 
What They Read: iis 
sixty-six percent of the families take a daily or weekly paper; ninety percent 
take a farm or home inagazine, and ninety~three percent have a radio. 
Knowledge of isxtension; | 
Wighty-six percent of the farmers and fifty-seven percent of the homemakers 
know who the county agent is. 
Highty-nine percent of the farmers and homemakers know the hoie demonstration 
agent. 
tighty-four percent of the farmers and homemakers know sowething of 4-H Club 


WO rk * 


Where Does 4-H Club Work Stand 
Forty percent of the families have children 10 to 18 years of age, and 66 per= 


48 


cent of these families have at. least one child in the 4-H Clubs. Twenty- 
one percent of the faraers and twenty-eight percent of the homemakers have 


been :iembers of 4-H Clubs. 


In 1949, according to the parish annual report, there were 20 organized 4-H 
Clubs in the parish with an enrollment of 620 boys and 676 girls, including 
those from homes other than farm hoiaes. All these clubs are organized with- 


in the schools. 


Young People 19 to 30 Years of Age: 


Twenty percent of the families have young people at home other than the far- 
mer or homemaker. In 6 percent of these families, young people belong to 


farm or other organizations not sponsored by Extension, 


What Have the Farmers Learned from Extension 
The uixtension program has emphasized many farm practices for the parish, 
A check was made in this study to determine the extent to which farmers 


have adopted them, 


Practices Adopted by Farmers: 


The following table shows the fara practices that were studied and the per- 


centave of farmers adopting each practice. 


ie 


Practices Percentage of 
Farmers Adopting 


® | Practices 1/ 


Any Practice 96 
1. Using DDt or metoxychlor to control dics or flies on cattle 72 . 
2. Vaccinating calves to control Bang's disease, 45 
: 3. Treating calves with phenothiazine or bluestone to control | 
--, round worm tea fs: 
, 4, Using Sudan Ae or Alyce pcrer for sumer grazing or hay Ady 


de Producing a winter pastrue of oats, fesche grass, winter peas, 
vetch, or clover. } sos 


6, Improving pasture by fertilizing, liming or seeding to recom= 


mended varieties of grasses or clover. o ae D9 
7. Vaccinating pigs to prevent cholera, 78 
8, Using minerals as a supplement in feeding livestock 56 


9, Treating pigs with worm capsules or sodium floride in the feed _ 


_ to control round worms. h2 
Using recomaended varieties of cotton, 92. 

Using hybrid corn as a part or all the crop 2 a 
12, Using winter legumes as a soil improvement crop, BE, 


1/ Based on farms where practice applies 


.* 


Type of Farmer Adopting Practices: 4 


° A higher percentage of farmers who have much contact with Hxtension, those who 
have a high level of living, and those who have more formal schooling have adop~ 
ted practices than have the other comparable groups, 

Length of Time Practices Have Been simphasized: 

Little or no correlation is indicated between the percentage of farmers adopting 
practices and the number of years the practices have been emphasized in the x= 


@ tension programe 
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What Have the Homemakers Learned from Extension Teaching 


Practices Emphasized: si dialed dalll: claeaind, 


The Extension programs have recommended many homemaking practices for the 


parish, A check was made of twelve of these practices to determine the 


extent to which farm homemakers have adopted them, . Agi F 


Practices Adopted: 


The following table shows the practices that were studied, and the percentage ; ? 
of homemakers adopting each practice, | ’ 
Percentage of 
| Practices Les _ Homemakers 
, __ Adopting Practice 
Any practice | 98 
1, Using brooder instead of hens for brooding baby chicks ifs, | 
2e Using early-hatched baby chicks, | ; - On ; 


" F 


3 Controlling round worms in chickens by use of capsules 
or other individual treatment 5k ) . 


4. Controlling lice on chickens by use of either sodium flo-~ 
ride or nicotine sulphate, | Til Ue 


5. Vaccinating chickens to prevent chicken pox, 18 
6, Using pressure cooker in canning low-acid vegetables and meats 986 
7e Using hot water bath in canning fruits and tomatoes, 81 


8, Producing a year-round vegetable garden that furnishes at- least - 
two fresh vegetables each day throughout the year, 61 


9° Improving home grounds by planting shrubbery to iuiprove dg nye 
ance or screen off ugly fences or buildings, 66: 


10, Providing compact spacing in arrangcuient ot large pieces of 


kitchen equipment, , 60 
ll, Providing storage space for supplies and me pieces of kit- 

chen equipment to the worker, 64, 
12. Improving furniture by refinishing, | Ad, 


aly 


. Type of Homemakers Adopting Practices: : | Ne Ps ee ie D 
A much higher percentage of the homemakers who have had much contact with Ex~ 
Q tension and those with a high level of living have adopted the practices than. ..- 
those who have had little contact, or a low level of living. Those with nine 
or more years of schooling have adopted more practices than have those with 
eight years or less, although the difference is not large, 
: Length of Time Practices Have Been knphasized: 
Little or no correlation is indicated between the percentage of homemakers 
adopting practices and the number of years the practices have been empha 
sized in the Extension program, 


What Contacts Do the Farmers and Homemakers Have With 
Extension through Teaching Methods 


A high percentage of both faraers and homemakers have received circular letters, 
have heard radio broadcasts, have received bulletins, and have read Extension. . 
news items. Seventy-two percent of the farmers and 33 percent of the homemakers — 


have visited’ the Hxtension office, Forty percent of the farmers and 38 percent 


: of the homemakers have had a farm-or home visit by the s#xtension Agents, Here 
is a table that shows the percentage of farmers and homemakers that have been 


exposed to the various Extension methods: 


' 1 
Extension Teaching ‘viethod ' Farmers t Homemakers. 
t 1 
Percentage reporting any CONUACUS «vee teuaeeeeawe t 98 ‘ 98 
t ' 
Percentage exposed to: ' : 
9 Circular TOLUGTE cow éeedawecceee weavers” 93 : » 86 
ixtension Gxhibitserdccsceossoesveseevesna’ 90: - t 86 
F Radio broadcastScesccoosgvocvesteeneetee™ 80 - . 83 
Sa BuLLCtINS ecoovcvevcverccecessssseeseins Ran 5 ‘Sh, i iy al 76 
News ILOMS vpestearewsewcgcteleen es ese wes Th : 75 
Method demonstratLonSercendddes eves coeds fin BS: a! 43 
Farm or-home visits «tssecedddoveerdev er” frrkO: ' 38 
UPlice Calls ya secebeseswes eee eles etate 12 ; 5/3 
GOTYESPONGENCS se pascassegecasesseeeesere”™ moO : 33 
Other MECTINGS ss cchecsdasteaneeceere ena . Lg ; 32 
a Result demonstrations. ssceseddesscdcdsa st > * 38° : 23 
@ Leader training meetingSeecddsssisccdce ' ? “7 
Telephone conversationscecddsccsdéccces''> 8 4 
| ese iicep Asia aie ty ener aajeade 8 


of Farmers and Homemakers Exposed to “éxtension Teathing Methods: ere + 


- t 4 


A much higher percentage of farmers and homemakers who have a high level of 


living, or who have had nine years or more of formal schooling have been ex= 


posed than have those with a low level ef Living or who have had only eight 
years or less of formal, schooling. 
Whether farmers are 45 years of age and above, or those who are under 45 seem 
to make little difference in percentage that have been exposed to Extension 
teaching. Neither is there much difference in percentage of exposures by home- j 
makers who are 40 years of age and above and those who are under 40, 
Which Extension Teaching Methods Have Worked Best 
Ninety-six percent of the farmers and 98 percent of the homemakers have adopted 
at least one of the recomaended A duties | 


Farmers and Homemakers Name Extension Contacts as Sources of Sources 


of Information for adoption of Practices: 


Exposures 


Of the farmers and homemakers adopting practices, 96 percent of the farmers and 


97 percent of the homemakers named. Extension teaching methods as sources of in- 


formation that helped them decide: to adopt practices, = 
Here is a table that shows the sources of Extension information that farmers and 


homenakers say helped thea to decide to adopt practices. 


ee 
' Farmers - Homemakers 
1 
ener nee 7 , 
Percentage adopting any practice, | .. Pek 96 98 
. 1 
Percentage who named: : 
EXteNsion SOULCES..eeoe.e0,000,0,0,0,0008,0 .' meee Merb] : 
{vidi Toc, oes oe tee ee 609 00 %0,8 48 OOOO ne 65 a. 


Circular LEtberseseec'scces.c.000000,9,0.8 i i 5k De 


BULLETINS 0.0009 00008 6008 0000 0.00,0,0.0,0% a, dd dic 17 p ‘ 65 A 
Hadi.o: bibadcastah disse eamiameps Ghitaeel nue 43 
News iteGMS.scpewesecsiecnceseevncwers,. , i 34 
Office CALLS ccccncccvereecs 0, 0,0, 0,0 89.0 4.0 y a3 29 6 
Farm or home VLiSLUS » concn esnnes.ceeeee sf oe 26 nee 27 
Method denonst 7a Lon Peuamietaesittnibeus malas = 43 
Result demonstrationseseeeescceeecer |... 4. 10 
Other MECTINES co eeceves 0,0.0,0:09004096.0 6.0 Ay oe Jub 16 
Leader training meetings e,0.0,0 o,00,0,09¢,¢, y 4 6 
Extension exhi bite’, «siesuvetnedienlalamaui sy) 2 h 
COPYESPONAENCE oe peecevvvevervenenccce t 3 4 P 
Telephone conversations cecoececscces ats ak 
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Percentage of Farmers and Homemakers Giving Sources of Inioriaation, 
Grouped aud Adjusted to 100: | 


: Methods Farmers Homemakers. 
; Individual methods 2042 ee 
Group methods 12.5 17.0 
2 Mass media 49.7 52.0 
Indirect influence iW Ys: 18.5 
* 
Farners and Homemakers Name Non-Kxtension Sources of Information: 
Twomthirds of the farwers and homemakers indicated sources of information, 
other than Extension, that helped them decide to adopt practices. 
Farmers naled such sources as agricultural teachers, seed, feed, and ferti- 
lizer dealers, the Veterans! Training Program, and the Production and Mar- 
keting Aduinistration. 
Homemakers named such sources as howe economics teachers, manuals for pres= 
» sure cookers and sewing machines, relatives and friends, swagazines, and ier- 
| chants. 
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- ) WHAT: SHOULD THIS STUDY MEAN. TO EXTENSION 


its enact from the Peete cated" ini this study chat the Extension 
Y) Service's way Se cnalbesaein with farm people is effective with a high percentage ef 
farm tees It should be kept in mind, however, that this study does not 
include sharecroppers nor non-farm eves Atte and towns, all of which are 
included in ae meer lt eb oni Petanaion: 
1. This study indicates that Extension is working with a much etre per- 
, centage of farmers and homemakers with a high level of living, or who have had 
* nine years or more formal pencnlioee hen math those with a low level of living or 
who have had less than nine are of formal none There is little difference 
in the percentage of Joes and homemakers in the different age groups that 
Extension is working with. | 
While continuing to work with those people who have demonstrated their e 
interest in Extension information, should cent on workers give more Ebene ees 
a to possible ways of peschine farm rent es who ane had eee ene or Bo 
. to Extension teaching? 

2, Two-thirds of the farm families pete ay income from Hepes Wai ener 
the farm, such as work at the mane mill fea saw mills. Are Perera gene 
Extension program nearness Bree anes might be adjusted to meet more nearly tie 
needs of these families? 

3. Many homes are without running water; without complete bathrooms, Many 
houses are unpainted, which may indicate need for other house repair or improve- 
ment. What emphasis should be given in the Extension program to house improve- 

, ment? 
Lh, The homes have many 5 apie facilities. However, 34 a do not have 
power washing machines, ‘This facility is ros to both running water and avail- 
ability of finances, Is there anything that Extension should do in relation to 


) this facility? 


- 
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5, One-fifth of the families have young men or women 19 to 30 years of age, 
other than the farmer or Ce living at home. A very low percentage of 
these young people seem to belong to any Sa sane Could or should Exten~ 
sion cons sider sponsoring a program peat to meet more Ghee the needs ef these 


people than does the programs presently being offered? 


6. Twenty-two percent of the farm homenakers are members of a home demonstra- 


tion club; an additional eight percent have at sometime been members. This 
raises a eae as to whether it is ‘feasable or desirable to try to increase 
this membership by bringing in additional homenakers. 

7. A large percentage of the farmers and homemakers have not adopted the 
Ente ee that have been erence’ in vey Extension program even though 
Sad ee all of both farmers and Pontnarets have indicated ‘some kind of con- 
tact with Extension Service. This raises a cuestion as to Aerney the most 
important or needed phases of farming and homemaking are being emphasized, and 


whether the important parts of those phases are receiving proper consideration, 


For example, only 18 percent of the homemakers who grow chickens have adopted the 


practice of vaccinating chickens to tage chicken pox, Out of 15 honenakers 
who gave reasons for not adopting this practice 12 said they had never had sel 
trouble from chicken OX. ‘This would seem to indicate either that chicken pox 
is not a serious problem, or that additional piveaticnaiaeore on identifying 
the disease is needed, ia! 

‘Another example, 55 percent of the tere who grow Sat have not Boer’ 
the Sc i i of vaccinating calves PAT Bang!s fee Out of 39 farmers 
who gave reasons why they have not adopted the practice, 26 stated, in effect, | 
that they had never had trouble with their cattle from the eee which may 
indicate a lack of clear understanding of the reason for aCe is | 


There is little or no correlation between the percentage of farmers or home= 


makers adopting eT a and the number of years the practices fae been 


ee 


. 


emphasized in the Extension program. Does this seem to emphasize the fact that 


‘planning should be considered a continuous process? Does it seem to point out 


that more and more responsibility lies with the people who are responsible for 


the content of the Extension program in the Parish? 


Extension Teaching Methods: 
1. Individual Methods; Extension teaching methods which reach individuals are 
credited with approximately 20 percent of the practices adopted by farmers 
and 12 percent of those adopted by homemakers, This raises a few questions: 
Would it be worthwhile to set up more result demonstrations especially designed 
.to fit the needs of groups of farmers and homemakers who show less contact, and 
a correspondingly lower percentage of practices adopted? Should an effort be 
made to make more, carefully-planned farm and home visits to those farm families 
who have had less contact with Extension? 

Farm and home visits are shown in this study to be relatively high in 
effectiveness. Also such visits are generally accepted as one of the best ways 
of establishing contacts, of building confidence, and of developing good will 
and greater interest in the Extension program. More and better planned farm and 
home visits, therefore, might be especially helpful to those families who have a 


low level of living, and who have had less schooling. 


Group Methods: 

Methods which reach people in groups are credited with bringing about 13 
percent of the practices adopted by farmers and 17 percent of those adopted by 
homemakers, Apparently, meetings are low in the pattern of teaching in the 
parish, particularly by the farm agents. Could more well-planned meetings, 
especially with special-interest groups, be used profitably by the Bente? Would 
more neighborhood meetings be profitable? Should as much work as is practical 


be done through method demonstration meetings, which are shown to be highly 
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effective in bringing about adoption of practices, particularly those practices 
involving skills? 

Can the use of local leaders effectively be further expanded? Six percent 
of the farmers and seven percent of the homemakers have served as local leaders, 


What further training de these leaders need? 


Mass Media 

These methods are credited with 50 percent of the practice adoptions reported 
by farmers and 52 percent of those reported by homemakers. A high percentage 
of the farmers and homemakers listen to Extension broadcasts over radio. To what 
extent should Extension workers try to make maximum use of the radio with well 
prepared program material? Radio broadcasts are a relatively new teaching 
method in Extension work, 

Can greater use be made of local newspaper articles? Are the news articles 
simple reporting or are they composed of well organized educational material? Is 


there now a plan for systematic use of both the radio and press? 


Indirect Influcnce: 

This study shows a high percentage of the total practice adoptions by farmers 
and homemakers due to information passed on from person to person, which is one 
of the most powerful influences at work in bringing about an acceptance of 
improved practices. Should this serve to suggest a wider and more effective use 
of well-trained local leaders than, perhaps, Extension has previously considered 
practical? 

The general attitude of farmers and homemakers in Washington parish toward 
Extension is favorable. The people have accepted Extension. However, the 
Extension Service has a challenge, and opportunity to further perfect the organi- 
zation, methods, and programs that must fit the changing conditions in the parish, 


and that in so far as possible, meet the needs and interests of all the people, 


i 
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